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XXIV St. 44 T T H. and the 46th. 
Hliſſed in that Servant whom bis Lord when be 
| cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 


HERE is nothing more concerns us while we 
live, than to be always ready and prepar d to 
a die; "tis ſo important, ſo weighty, and ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary x Duty, that our bleſſed Saviour moſt 
Leearneſtly preſſeth it in ſeveral Diſcourſes; and propoſes 
it in two or three Parables, chat it may make a more 
ſtrong and lively Impreſſion upon our minds. In the Para- 
ple of the wiſe and fooliſh Virgins in the following Chap- 
ker, at the beginning, where the coming of the Son of 
Man is compar'd to the unexpected coming of the Bride- 
| Froom at midnight, Verſe the 6th. In others, to a Ma- 
ter ſurprizing his Servants unawares at the ſecond: os 
fhird Watch, as in the 12th St. Luke and the 38th. It 
- This Chapter, and in both the Evangeliſts, to 4 Thief 
ſtealing upon a Man at an unknown and uneertain hour 
pf the Night. The deſign of all which is to "a this 
Freat Duty upon us, of being always watchf l, and. 
«| lways doing our Duty, having our Lamps trimm'd 4 
Ind our Lights burning, and we our ſelves waiting for 
he coming of our Lord: And bleſſed is that ſerdant, &c. 
11 3 A 2 Which 
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II., As ſuch, what is his Employment. N 
III. The Account that will be taken of him: The | 


Lord of the Family will come, tho Dis coming be un- 
certain. And then, j 


TY. And Laſtly, The 13 of the faithful nd di- : 
: Jigent Servant: Bleſſel ; ts thet Sweat. 


Of thele then! in their Order; z 


Firſt, In what Capacity Man ſtands: He is a Ser- 
vant. That Servant God made Man, but made him not 
for nought, but to the excellency of 15 Endouments in 
the deſign of Heaven, was proportion d an Employ- 
ment for him. "The: Schools maintain'd this Axiome, 
Quit quid agit, a it propter finem : That whatfoever moves 

in the nature . an Agent, defi igns ſomething as the end 
of its acting. And certainly this Perfection muſt emi- 
nently be in the Author of Nature; and we can define | 
no end worthy his Propoſal but his own Glory, in the 
manifeſtation of his Power, his Wiſdom, and his Good-| 
neſs. The moſt learned Philoſopher, 1 the greateſt 
Divine that eyer was in a the, World, affirms this of the 

reat 


he 


inflexible 


(5) 
Great Work of Creation, Prov. i. 6, and the 4th, The Lord 
bath made all things for himſelf ; yea even the Wicked for 
the day of Evil. That dilorderly unprofitable part of 
the Creation, the Wicked, tho God made them not ſo; 
be made Man upright, and leſt him in the hands of his 
own Counſel, as the Son. of Syrach ſpeaks yet his 
over-ruling Providence makes them ſerve the ends of his 

Faltice ; and becauſe they once refuſed to be 
the Objects of his Mercy, they ſhall at laſt become the 
Objects of his Indignation. This Event the great Apo- 
ſtle thus deſcribes, 2 Theſſ. uſt and the 7th, The Lord. 


, Teſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his mighty Angels, 
in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not 


n 


| God, and that obey, not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Christ, 


who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the 
Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power ; 
when he ſhall come to be glorified in bis Saints, and to be ad- 
mired in all them that believe, In the 1ſt of Geneſis and. 
the laſt Verſe, after a general Survey of the Workman=, 
ſhip of his ſix days Creation, the Almighty gives this ap- 
probation, That he ſaw every thing that he eu 
and behold it was very good. He made all things for 
the uſe of Man, gave him Dominion over the F of , 
the Sea, and over the Fowl of the Air, and over the Cattle, 
and over all the Earth, and over every creeping, thing that 
moveth upon the face of the Earth. And in he made. 


for the Service of himſelf, a Service indeed, which is 


perfect Freedom; an Employment which enobles Hea- 
ven, and wherein the Angels themſelves do rejoyce 3} 


= „ f 
Who are conſtantly employꝰd in the ſervice of their Ma- 


ker, and whoſe Praiſe and Hallelujahs never ceaſe. We 
daily pray, that God's Will may be done here on Earth, 
as it is in Heaven; and tis our own inexcufable Fault if 


it be not. While we are Rebellious, we fruſtrate the end 


of our Creation; and it had been better for us that we 
had never been born, than that our Lord when he com- 


eth ſhould find us ſo doing; who hath placed no Man 
in his Ymevard to ſtand io, neither ſhalf he receive a- 
vy Ve who hath done no Work. Our Reward here- 
after will be proportioned according to our Service here; 
which if ſincere, tho' but imperfect, God will accept; 
for he knows whereof we are made, and he remembers 
that we are but Duſt. He is ronch'd with a feeling of 
dur Infirmities, will have Compaſſion on them that 
| are ignorant, and them that are out of the way, and will 
make favourable alfowances for Sms of Ignorance, Infir- 
| ity, and furgrize: For if thou, O Lord, fhould'lt be 


extreme to mark what is done amiſs, who then could 


abide it > But with thee there is Mercy, therefore ſhalt 


thou de feared. Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and all 
chat is wichin me praiſe his holy Name. Praiſe the Lord, 
O my Soul, and give thanks unto him, for a remem- 


{| bragceof his Mercy. Man then is a Servant, and what 
is his Employment, is my ſecond Particular, and comes 
now to be conſidercd. 28 


"Secandly, Man hath a. Werk to do, and therefore 
Nut pot be idle; he hath a Soul to fave, and muſt work 
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pting Salvation. 


an they are ſcarcely ſaved, that are faved 3 but in little 
Numbers, and in ſmall Parcels. H ic were an eabp 


(>) 


| our his Salvation with fear and trembling] Aufl did er 
7 Years never ſo far exceed David s ſum of them, yet God 
nous they would be few enough for this imp 


ortant 
Work; ſtrait is the Gate and narrow is the Way that leads 


eth unto Life, and few there be that find it; and 
even the Ri 
AJaifficulty | 
the following Reaſons ; 


6246 themſelues hal! ſcarcely be ſaved: The 
whoſe arte will — appear from 


18, Becauſe of the ſmall number that are ſaved. | 
2dly, Beeauſe of the difficulty of the means of atrems 


# 


zah, Becauſe of the Impediments that they W 


the means generally meet withal. 


1. Coaſider the fewneſs of thoſe that aim Saen 


Task ta be eternally happy, there would undoubredhy 
be enough that would be glad of the Bargain. Lord; 


mhat ball I do to inherit eternal Life? was the Voice o 
the Lawyer in the Goſpel 
becauſe it was fet, as he thought, at rao high a Rate 
| for him to purchaſe. Chriſt's Flock is but a little Flook, 
to whom it is his Father s Will to give a Kingdom: M- 
ny are called but few are choſen. They are but as 


gleanings of the Grapes after the Vintage is d | 


; but he went away ſorrowfub 


the 
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(8) 
vyrh and the 6rh, as à few. Berries after the ſhaking of 
awOlive-Tree, a ſmall Remnant, one of a City, two of 
a Tribe; Peradventurs ten, ſaith Abraham, Geneſis the 
ich, my be found there; and if ſo ſmall a number , 
| might; be put to a Peradernture ot being truly righteous,” | 
| rhey muſt expect to be put to a greater difficulty of be- 
| ing ſaved, and eſcaping haſtily, and as it were, with Jx 
| 


their lives in their hands, unto Little Zoar, ; 


2. Becauſe of the difficulty of the Means of attain- 
ing it. Salvation is ſo far beyond the natural ſtrength 
ef Man, chat they. are all ſupernatural Means that are F. 
uſed towards it; all of which are carried on by a Di:: 
vine Motion, and an Almighty Efficacy. I ſhall give 
you an account of this in the following Particulars; 


(1.) The Means that Chriſt uſed for the procuring . 
Mans Salvation were ſufficiently difficult. And here 1 
have a large Field of Diſcourſe, ſhould ] inſiſt upon the 
Form of à Servant that the ever bleſſed Jeſus was pleaſ- 
ed to take upon himſelf. How difficult a matter was it 
for the Son: of Righteouſneſs to eclipſe his Beams of Ma- 
jeſty by a Cloud of Fleſh, and after that to put on the 
double Veil of ſuffering in that Fleſh. For him that lay 


a 


io his Eather's Boſome to come to a: place: where he had 
ned abbmꝭ to lay his Head; for the Son of Loveſto be- 
come a Qurſe and the ſubject of Divine Wrath: How 
did our bleſſed Saviour ſweat and bleed until he had 
| cbivipleated our Redemption upon the Croſs? And 


1 how 


0 9.) 
1ow did he bend under the Burden of our Sins, tho 
: upported with Omnipotence it felt > I bave a Baptiſm 
o be baptized with, ſaith he, 12th St. Luke and the 5oth, 
Ind how am ] ſtraitned till it be accompliſhed. Remember 
| Fee the Prayers and Supplicarions, with ftrong Cryings 
And Tears, which he offered in the days of his Fleſh ; 
nd that his Soul was ſo troubled, that he had not a 
Word to ſay ; that the Cup was fo bitter, that even the 
$aviour of the World made a ſtand before he taſted ; 
Father, if it be poſſible let this Cup paſs from me; and his 
Complaint upon the Creſs, of God's forſaking him; 
and judge if in this reſpect, the Righteous be not 


ſcarcely ſ aved. 


7 19 
151 is 
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( 2.) The Means that the Spirit uſeth in order to 
Man's Salvation. Thoſe Convictions of Sin, thoſe ſe- 
| Eret Motions, and powerful Operations upon the Soul 
bf Man: How often is it xcliſted, quenched, grieved, 
and yet ſtill ſtrives with us, until at laſt it hath overcome 
Bs? With what Whirlwinds doth it ſometimes ſhake a 
proud Heart? And with what ſubtile Gales doth it at 
pther times drive us? What Pains doth: it take to be 
pur Comforter, the helper of our Infirmities, that which 
kadeth us in the way to Heaven, and ſeals us up to the 
ay of Redemption? Conſider thoſe Invitations, Rev. 
+2. 17. The Spirit and the Bride lay, Come; and yet 
How after all this, it is careful to nouriſh our Graces, 
Jo encourage our Weakneſs, and to bear. with our Fail- 
| 


ngs and Infirmities? How is it ſometimes; fain to be a 
_ 3 Spirit 


(1s) 
bp rit of Fire to thaw out cold Fleatts; ahd at "othicd 
times, a ſtream of Water to cleanſe our dekled and 
pollured Conſciences? What its daily and, hourly At- 
tendance and Prefence with us is, in order to our Salva- 
Hon z and yet af? Is lixle enough but, ſcarcely ſav d. 


600 The Means which the Righteous himſelf lg 
aſe, in order to his Salvation, will ſhew the difficulty off 
ee it. And they arc theke chat elle "A | 


13 es 


Fut, The Belief of To Ardcles of the Chltian 
Religion, tho never ſo much above the Dictates of his 
own natural Reaſon, and the Reaſon of others too. 
Such a Faith, as our bleſſed Saviour tald St. Peter, 
Fleſh and Blood had not reveal'd, but his Father that 
was in Heaven; ſueh Myſteries of Religion, ſuch hid- 
den Wiſdom eas none of tie Princes of this Warld knew ; : 
many of which, according; to Plato's wiſh, Talk reat 
Philoſophers. To give a full aſſent to the Article 1 the 
Trinity, Three Perſons in one Nature, The Father to be 
God; The Son God, and The Hoh Gho#t God, and yet not 
| Thee Gods, but One God + Tt Incabnition of Chriſt, 
| Two Natures in One Perfon, the Human and the Di- * 
vine, that the ſame Perſon ſhould be God and Man too, 
Perfeti God and "ing Man, of a reaſonable Soul, ah} 
human Fleſb ſubhſiſt ing, are ſuch unſearchable Truths, as 
confound the Wisdom of this World, and make 10 | 
Men of it, with: Nicodemus, cry out, How can theſe | 
bi E be! 2 How did Jelus and the Reſurrection make 


more 


8923 — 


(11) 
die News in ftheny than ever they heard before, tho 
very much given to Enquiries? The vaſt Wit of Aviftorle 
\t-$hrunk too narrow to c hend but the Creation of 
a- the World, and A would have had it from 

tall Eternity. Democritus and Epicurus contrive a caſual 

N oncourle of Atoms to make fantaſtical Matches toge> 
aſt her, and fo to procreate the Univerſe, fo far was it from 
ol their advanc'd Reaſon to think that it was produced at 


word. 


9 
— 
* 
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an And yet this is one of the Articles of the molt illiterate 
1s Chriſtians Creed, who, as often as he repeats it, pro» 
O. feſleth his Belief in Cod, the Father Almighty, maker of 
„ Hennen and Earth. But yet ho- difficult à Task is it 
to bring the Underſtanding at firſt to an aſlencof thoſt 
Myſtertes, and after it has beteved to anſwer all the Scru- 
ples that Reaſon, or rather indeed We Jnay n 


A againſt it? ; 


be May we not then ſay of all Chriſtians, as the . 
of Abraham, with ho variation, In * they b 

leved above Realon,ache MEER beheved e aps, 
0111; 4 1 8. 63 


le 


| Ts it not difficult to believe an Eternity of Torthediy 
threatned to the Wicked; whereas theſe. proſper in che 
e World, and have Richer in poſſeſſion; and! roodenhe. 
e Pſalniſt {t's Expreſſion, They came into no " Misfort uae, nei- 
3 ther are they plagned like other Men: And an Eternity of 
e B 2 Joys 


i  liſhnes of his? And yet the Precept of Chriſt tells us, 


| (12) 

Jays promis d the Righteous, when they are many timed : 
in à {ad and a deplorable condition, puniſh'd all the ] 
day long, and chaſtened every morning. ax 


I There is ſcarce one of the Myſteries of our moſt holy : 
Religion under the Goſpel with many great Wits ever , 
believed and yet the Chriſtian makes them Articles of his 
Faith, and upon the truth of them ventures his Salvation. 


Secondly, Obedience to thoſe Precepts that are moſt 
contrary to his natural Inclination. The very firſt Leſ- 
lon the Goſpel enjoyns, is to cut off our Right-hand, 
and to pull out our R ight- eye, to deny our ſelves in thoſe 
things Which are moſt uſeful and gainful to us, rather 
than be enſnar d by thery ;- ic bing much betten for us 
to want thoſe Advantages or Delights at preſent, than 
by enjoying them, to plunge our ſelves Body and Soul 
into everlaſting Perdition. ee 


But this is a hard ſaying, who can hear it? How 
difficult a matter was it for a Joſeph to reſiſt the amorous 
Perſwaſtons of a beautiful Miſtreſs: And yet he that 
will go to Heaven muſt not ſo much as look upon a Wo- 
man to luſt after her. 


Now hard was it for David to forgive Nabal that Chur- 


Tbat we muſt not only forgive, but even love ſuch an 
Enemy too. For St. Paul that had been rapt up into 


A 


turn'd Idolaters? To be for Signs and Wonders in Iſe 
rael, and as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, to be made a Gazing- 
1 ſtock, a Spectacle to the World, to Angels, and to Men : 
- 3 How difficult is it in ſuch a cafe to run retrograde to the 


(135 


the third Heaven, and there taken a. proſpect of the 
Joys above, not to be exalted in himſelf above meaſure: 
For the Man that is naturally inclin'd to Anger to be 
denied to ſpeak an angry Word : For the injur'd Man. 
not only to forgive, but that until ſeventy times fevery 
when perchance his Nature at the very firſt might provoke 
him to Revenge. l 


- Thirdly, Conformity to thoſe Precepts to which the 


World affords contrary Examples. Be not confor- 
med to this World, faith the Apoſtle, Rom. 12. 2. 
Fo leave all and follow Chriſt, not only Enjoyments 
and Relations, but ſometimes even Life too. To be 
put upon Abraham's Choice, Get thee out from thy Kind- 
red, and from thy Father's Houſe ; and with Moſes, to- 
chuſe rather to ſuffer Afliction with the People of God, 
than to enjoy the 9 Sin for a ſeaſon. How hard: 
was it for the Diſciples, for 


Elijah to be left alone inthe 


practice of the true Religion, when the whole Nation 


Faſhions generally cried up, and not to follow the Mul- 


titude to do Evil? 


| Fourth), Choice of things at a diſtance before oreſans: 


1 Enjoyments. As Abraham to leave his Country, not 


knowing whither he went: To truſt ſuch rich Commo 
| 35 3 ditics- 


|| at dur right-baad, to 


(14) 


-dities as Wealth, and Honour, and Liberty, and Life! 
roo, for payment in another World, and to ſtay ſo long | 
a Day. As Moſes eſteeming the Reproach of Chriſt, | 
becauſe of the after Recompence, better than his Salary 
out of the Treaſury of Egypt. For the Martyrs not 
to attempt Deliverance, that they might obtain a better 
Reſurrection. To look not at the things which are 
ſeen, but at the things which are not ſeen; and to re- 


linquiſh a preſent Harveſt for an After-crop : The Plea- 


ſures of this World for thoſe of the next. 


Word when our Thoughts would be otherwiſe employed. 


|| Wandring'and guiding abroad ; ae when Satan | lands | 
e the Prophets Expreſſion, ready 
to reſedt ws, To wean our Fleſh all the ways to Heaven 


in the ſtrict Duties of Mortification and 2 


| which is ſcarce able to hold out the very firſt Stage. T 


play a Leſſon of Patience; one of thoſe Songs 


of sion 


| | by the Waters of Babylon; when the leaſt Aﬀliction diſ- 


compoſeth us, and es us murmur and repine. To 
Pray always; to rejoyce ever- more; and in every thing 


to give Thanks. To kiſs the Rod ; to embrace Aflfli- 


| ion ; and to be as thanktul when God takes away, as | 
ben he Beſtows his Bleſſiugs. To bleſs God when he 


2935 be- 


pentance. To exerciſe Attention at the Miniſtry of che 
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 Fifthly, Exerciſe of thoſe Graces that are fo far be- 
-yond any perſonal Ability of our own to manage. Sa 
among the Prophets, nd Samuel among ſuch as call 
upon God's Name. Fleſh and Blood ar at Faith and Re- 


c e (15) 
Ibcftoweth his Bleſſings on us, and gives us our good 
things, is very eaſy. It is no hard thing to lay, The 
Lord bath given, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord; but to 
pleſs God even then, when he hath taken away, and 
perhaps depriv'd us at once of all our Comforts, all 
Jour Enjoymenis, this is. hard indeed, this is heroick ; 
Ithis argues an excellent Spirit, more than Thouſands 
of Thankſgivings in a profperous State; and this is an 
ſadmirable Inftance of Self- Reſignation: But how diffi- 
cult is it thus to comply with the Divine Will, and ta 
red contented, O Lord, becauſe tis thy doing. 1 


7 168 8 F 5 


Woe come now to the 3d Particular, The Impediments 
that they who uſe the afore-ſaid Means commonly meet 

vwithal in their way to Heaven; and they alſo may ſuf- 
ficiently Evince the Difficulty of Salvation. And how. 
much it is our Intereſt, as well as our Duty, to be al- 
ways upon our Guard, always minding the One thing, 


— 1 


| neceflary, That our Lord when he cometh. may find us ſo. 
doing. 7855 | 


W 


| Theſe Impediments are ſeveral; ſome the Devil, ſome 
the World, throw in our way; and both are the ſWorn 
Enemies of our Peace, and conſpire againſt us. 


1 1 


F.irſt then, of the Impediments from the Devil, that 
grand Enemy of our Salvation. We are not ignorant 
- | of his Devices; he knows our Diſpoſitions, our Conſti--. 

tations, our Words and Works, and can gueſs at our 


Thonghts 
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(16) 
Thonghts too; and tempts us where, and with what 
he is molt likely to prevail over us. No ſooner had 
Man his Being, but he plots and contrives his Ruine; 
and having ſuch lucky ſucceſs in his firſt, Enterprize, | 
doubts not of a ſecond Overthrow. But he perceives 
that the Chriſtian is now grown circumſpect and wary, | 
and his Bait that worked lo effectually heretofore, will FF. 
not now lo eaſily decoy him into Deſtruction. Tis 
not now to perſwade Sinners, that they ſhall be as Gods, 
diſcerning Good and Evil, that will effect his accurſed 
Deſigns; and therefore he conſiders the Temperature 
of our Bodies, and the Diſpoſition of our Minds; and 
where he finds what Sin we are moſt prone to, and . 
where moſt inclinable to let it in, there he ſets up his 
Standard and aſſaults us, uſing his cunning Devices to I 
undermine us, and his Stratagems to overcome us. But I 
he that is a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, always keeps a 
t 


— 
8 


ſtrong Guard about him, does not leave the leaſt Gap, 
chrough which the Enemy may enter, but plants his 
ſtrongeſt Garriſon there, where he is moſt likely to be 
aſſaulted; and then, though he ſuffer the greateſt Hard- 
ſhips, undergo the greateſt Damage, and be beſet with | 
the greateſt Danger, even the looſing of his Life, yet 
he girds up his Loyns, lummons up all his Faculties, and 
nothing is able to daunt his Courage, or diſhearten his 
Induſcry, in withſtanding all the Aſlaults of his Enemy; 
he reſolves to lay down his Life rather than yield nt 
him; and thinks not this Precept of Chriſt too * | 
anda, 


(1) 
d rigid, grievous or unreaſonable, boldly to fol- 
. Jow the Captain of his Salvation. 


Secondly, We meet with [mpediments from a 

orld. David complains of this in the 120 Pſalm, 

oe is me, that I am conſtrain d to dwell in Meſech, 

-. end to bave my Habitation among the Tents of Kedar. 
FT hele Impediments are ſeveral. 


i. tt. In its Allurements: And therefore St. 
gives us a Caution, Not to love the World, nor yet — 
1 things of it; and that becauſe, He that lodeth the 
World, bath ot the love of the Father i in him. When 
\ Fthe Kingdoms of. the. World, and all the Glory of them, 
 Iwerc preſented to our Saviour's view by Satan, 4 
Jan, All theſe will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down 
land worſpip me ; He knew what a ſufficient Tempta- 
tion it was, that was the Tempter, That this World 
" Iwas Man's God, and the Pleaſures, the Honours, 
" Jand the Profits of it, his adorable Trinity. 


2dly, In its Examples. When ſo many Millions 
prefer Time before Eternity, and the laisfa@tion of 
| wo ſenſual Appetites before the Pleaſures of a bleſſed 
Immortality. Sinners think it ſtrange, that Men ſhould: 
I not run with them into the ſame exceſs of Riot; and 
when Vice caa plead Preſcription, chat any ſqueamiſi 
Stomach ſhould ſcruple it. Strange it is indeed, that 
+ | when Wickedneſs doth Fetten and the Multitude 


throng 


69 

throng afrer-it with their Hoſannab and Hcelamations, | 

that any ſhould refuſe to make one of the Company. i. 
When the whole Empire of Nebuchadnezzar bowed? 

to the Golden Image, what an hard matter was it $i 

for the three Children to preſerve their Innocence, and 

8 prefer a fiery Furnace before the Rewards of Ido- H 


The Laſt Impediment we meet with in our Chri- 
tian Race from the World Diverſtons' and % 
Avocations. How mach Time doth the World ſteal 
away from us, until at laſt there be ſcarce any left 
w be ſpent in the purſuit of Happineſs ? Is not our 1/ 
Inanty conſatm'd in Vanity, onr riper Years' in the 
Acqueſts of Pleaſure and Ambition? Are not our 
Hairs white to the Harveſt, and ready to be cut down 


by che Stroke of Death, before we begin to think of ] 
another World and Eternity? Our Days are fpent 1. 
in worldly Concerns and Brudgeries, and our Nights } 
in the Refreſhment of our Bodies; and if in the 
croud of all thoſe Buſineſſes, a fober Thought now p 
and then ſteps in and minds us of Salvation, how & 
ſoon is it thruſt back by the more numerous Cares 3 
and Contrivances for a wicked World? See a plain 
Inſtance of this in Feliz, who lent for St. Pao and x 
heard him diſcourſe of Righteoulnels, Temperance, | 
and Judgment to come, and was fo much affected N 
with it, while it laſted, that the Text tells us, It 
made bim tremble 2 But no ſooner Was the Diſcourſe” 0 


ended, 


(9) 

ended, but his Concern abated, and the Apoſtte was 
y. immediately diſmiſs d, with a, Gothy way at preſent, and 
hen I have a conventent ſeaſon I will call for thee: Which 
it it ſeems his multitude of Buſineſs never after permit- 
d ted. Heu difficult is it then in the multitude of En- 
z- Hoyments we meet vrith in this World, to thinł ſeri- 

pufly of Heaven, and mind the One thing neceſtary > 
And yet this is a Thing of the greateſt Moment and 
i- Importance, and we ſhall not be bleſſed, unleſs we 


d are found fo doing. | 


T Which minds me of my Third General, The 
r Account that will be taken of us; The Lord of the 
e Family will eome, though his coming be uncertain. Here 
re muſt know, that there is a particular and a gener- 
al Coming of our Lord to Judgment: His particu- 
lar coming to Judgment is on every one in particu- 
t Jar, at the Hour of Death; Then ball the Dust re- 
S tun to the Earth, as it was, and the Spirit to God that 
e paveit, Eccleſ. 12.9. Where, by the return of the 
/ S$oul to God, we muſt underſtand, its giving up oy 
7 Þccoimt:.of all its Actions done here in the Fleſh, 
S ſphether they be good, or whether they be evil, As cer- 
L 

| 

| 

1 


ainly as rhe Body at Death returns to Farth to be 
dliſſobved, fo aſſuredly the Soul returns to God to be 
judged. The general coming of Chriſt ſhall be at- 
She laſt Day, when che dead Bodies all ariſe out of 
heir Grades, and both Soul and Body receive the ſentence 
bf Abſelution, cr elſs of Condemnation, All. that are 

bo C 2 in 
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* 

* 
oy 


| KS) 

in the Graves ſhall then come forth; they that have: 
done Good, unto the Reſurrection of Life; and they 
that have done Evil, unto the Reſurrection ot Dam. 
nation. This latter is a Ratification, and Publica- 
tion of the former; and a more full Collation o 
Infliction of Reward or Puniſhment: Each of thoſe 
Advents of our Lord are certain, but the Time ot 
them is not ſo. 120 7 +244 


1. Chriſt's particular coming to Judgment is cer- 
rain, which is at the hour of Death. There is a? 
Decree for this pals d in Heaven; It is appointed for 
all Men once to die; and we all know what follows: 
And this Decree is irreverſible; Death's vaſt Spoils 
and large Triumphs, ſufficiently prove its univerſal 
Empire: Tis to no purpoſe to inſiſt uponthis, that all 
Men muſt die, is too too viſible to be denied; the Wiſe 
and the Fool, the Paſtor and his Flock, the Honou- 
rable and the Vile, the Rich Man and the Beggar, 
all muſt lie down in the Duſt, and, as Job ſpeaks, 
wake their Bed in darkneſs. Kings in Scripture are 
ſtiled Gods; Pſalm 82. 6. I bade ſaid, ye are Geds, N 
and all of you are the Children of: the moſt High: But 
yet they are not immortal; for the next Verſe tells 
us, They Hall die like Men. Crowns and Scepters 
cannot awe nor bribe Death, the King of Terrors; 
and we have lately ſeen how little diſtance there is 
between a Throne and a Grave. But though there 
be an appointed time for this great. and laſt Change 

1 — of! 


( 2 1 N 


ave] of Man; yet when that time will come is very un⸗ 


hey 
; which the Life of Man is incident, and ſo eaſily cue 
J off the Threadof it, fully evince, that there is no- 
thing more certain than the uncertainty of the Hour 
of Death: One dies in his Non-age, another in the 
Strength and Vigour of his Vears; a. third in a full 
Age; In the midst of Life we are in Death: An Apo- 


m- 


certain. Thoſe infinite Diſeaſes and Caſualties, to 


plexy ſtops the nimble Wheels of Life, that moved 


vigorouſly and ſtrongly juſt before; a Convulſion ſeizes 
in a moment the main Fort of Life, of which we 
have a fatal Inſtance in this worthy Perſon here be- 
fore us: Abroad taking | 
ſome Months before, one Day, dying the next, and 
actually dead the third. Good God! How uncertain 
is our Life, and our Age as nothing in reſpect to 
Thee. God never gave us our Life in Leaſe for 
3 Years; we are but Tenants at his Wilt, and he may 
throw us out of our Cottages when he pleaſeth. He 
is recorded in Scripture for a Fool, that promiſed 


the Air, and as well as fon 


himſelf many Years, and certainly he can deſerve no 
better name that doth ſo; that builds his Houſe up- 


on a ſandy Foundation, and promiſeth himſelf ma- 


ny Vears, when he cannot call the very next Minute 
his own: Behold, nom is the accepted time: Beholu, 
now is the day of Saluation: Jo day therefore, if you 
will hear his Voice, hearden not your Hearts: For ib, 
you neglect God now, you have no Aſſurance that 
he will hear you in your Extremety hereafter. If we 


bg 
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be prophane as Eſan was, who fold his Birth-right FE 
ö vue — to fear that we al 2 
Jote our Father's Bleſſing alfo, and meer with the 
ſame Event wirh him: For ye know, that afterwards, $: 
when he would have inherited the Bleſſing, he was U 
rejected, and formd no place of Repentance, altho \ 
it was ſought carefully, and wich Tears. Make no 
long tarrying therefore to turn unto the Lord chy 

God, and defer not until Death to be juſtified. It 

was great Folly in che Virgins, to have their Oil to 
teek when the Bride- Groom called, and when they 

eould neither buy, nor yet borrow, neither obtain 

it by Entreaty, nor yet for and ſo it is witb 
us, to procraſtinace aur Repentance, and to boaſt of | 
Tomorrow, when we know not what this very Day 
may bring forth. K 100 149 


Z. As Chriſt's particular Coming at the Hour of 
Death is. certain, ſo is his laſt coming at the End of the 
World. 'T hz Son of Man ſhalt come in his Glory, and ull 
his holy Angels with him, and ſhall fit upon the Throne © 
f bis Glory, 25th Se. Matthew and the 31th; a 
then: we mu$t all appear before the ment: Seat of © 
Chxiſt, that every mn . done in 1 
Body, whether they be Good, or whether they be Neill. 


Ang St. Peter has deſcrib'd this Day with ies! atten- 
dant Circumſtances ; The Day of the Lord will eme, 
in the which the Heavens ſhall paſs away with g great 
Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heut; 
75 the 
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(23) 
ht the Earth alſo, and all the Works that are therein Hall be 
all Tarnt up. This is an Article of our Faith, That 
he Chriſt will come to judge che Quick and the Dead, 
Is, nnd is a deduction in Divinity, that the Belief of a 
as Bod, and of his Providence and Government of the 
of World doth neceſſarily infer ; but of that Day and 
10 Hour when this Judgment ſhall paſs on all Flefh, 
x Knoweth no Man. Our Lord hath told us, that his. 
Coming will be as a Thief in the Night, to allarm 
us to ſtand. upon our Guard and Watch. That we 
which be guilty of the [mpenirence, and fo overta- 
Ken wich the Surprize of the fooliſh Virgins, we 
have che Doctrine of ' Chriſt's coming, and the Uſe 
e ſhould make of it too, both laid down by our 
pleſſed Saviour in the 42th Verſe of this Chapter, 
Watch therefore, for you know not what hour your Lord 
noch come. And again, Verle the 44th, Therefore 
be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour you think not, the 
Fon of Man cometh. There have been indeed ſome 
Jo bold, as to adventure to define thoſe Times and. 
Seaſons, which the Father hath put in his own Power; 
and to pretend to a diſcovery of the Arcana Imperii 
Þf Heaven: Among thereſt, to determine when.che 
great Day ſhall be, and Time ſhall be no more; 
but in that Time hath overcome and outworn their 
ſeveral Computations; the Preſumption of this Folly 
needs no other Confutation. A holy Life is the belt 
preparation for the great and terrible Day; and if 
we arc about our Father's Buſineſs, come when it 
. will 
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will, we ban never be ſurptiz'd ; à good Man ſhall 
be latisſy d from himſelf, and the Righteous hatk 
_ Hope in his Death. 


To preſs you to that which is the natural Reſult! 
of this Doctrine, Faichfulneſs and Diligence n 
your Duty, conlider in the 


0 
= 
1 
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Eirſt place, it will be a ſtrict and a ſevere Account 
our Lord will take of us when he comes, He will 
bring every Work into Judgment, with every ſecret | 
thing, Eccleſ. 12th and the 14th; that Wickedneſs 
which was committed in private, ſhall then be re- 
vealed, and the Hypocrite appear in his proper Co- 
lours. The Sinner ſhall not be the more ſecure for 
being cloſe, for the hidden things of Darkneſs ſhall | 
then bs brought to Light, and the Counſels of the Heart 
made manife$, and then ſhall every Man have Praiſe of 
God, 1 Cor. 4th and the 5th,, Every Man that 
hath done well ſhall be juſtified and awd ba fv by 
him (Hammond in 2 Verily there is a Reward | 


for the Righteous, as ſure as there is a God that judg- a 
eth the Earth. 1 


Sccondly, "The. Sexcepae-chas. will alien bu paſſed 
is final. * Error here is of moſt unhappy oak! 
quence, there is no. room for a ſecond; we ſhall f 
then be judged either to a happy, or elſe to a diſmal 
Eternity; to everlaſting Life, or endleſs Puniſhment. 

Prayers 


(23) 
Prayers and Tears, Repentance and Promiſes of A- 


mendment, which. if in ſincere, are in this Life ef- 
fectual, for Pardon and Mercy will then be unavail- 
able: Life and Death are now fairly ſet before us, 
if Iniquity be our Ruine, tis our Choice too; and 
if we periſh in our Sins, our Deſtruction is from our 
ſelves. The two future States depend upon our ac- 
quitting our ſelves in our Maſter s Service here; it 
3 we do: well, we ſhall then be accepted; but if we 
do not well, Sin liech at our Door. 


And this brings me to the laſt part of che Text; 


| The Reward of the faithful and diligent Servant; 
1 Bleſſed is that Servant. "$17 ofnt BY 


Chriſtianity is a Life of Faith and Hope faſtened 


on future Promiſes, which God will accompliſh, 
uhen we have done what he appoints us in the inte- 
rim to do; for we cannot expect that he ſhould ſa- 
Jrisfy,our Longings, or fulfil our Deſires to all Eter- 
Jnicy, unleſs we fulfil his Will. For ous time of tri- 
Jal then in this Life, we muſt behave our ſelves like 
Jour Fore- runner, to be worthy of him, and do his 
Will here on Earth, before we can be rewarded by 
Shim in Heaven. The Prize is at the end of our 
Chriſtian Race; we muſt therefore perſevere to the 
Jend, if we will be ſaved. We read indeed in the 
z oth of St. Matthew, of ſome that came late into the 


Wb | D Vine 


(26) 
Vineyard, but of none that received the Penny, but | 
thoſe that wrought in it until our Lord called them 


| out. When St. Paul had finiſhed his Courſe, then, 
il and: not till then, he could put forth his Hand to re- 
it ceive; the Crown of Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. 
I have fought a good Fight, I hade finiſhed my Courſe, \ 
I have kept the Faith; henceforth there is laid up for me 
a Crown of Righteauſneſs, which the righteous Judge 
ball give me at that Day. If we are faithful and di- 
1 ligent, and abound in every good Work, we ſhall in 
due time reap, if we faint not. It was the good and 
faithful Servant that improved the Talents commit- 
1 ted to him, and not the unprofitable Loiterer, who 
in: entered into the Joy of his Lord, 25th St. Matthew 
and the 21th. There is no mocking of our God, 
and without ſerving him ſincerely here, there is no 
enjoying of him-hereafcer : Bleſſed are they that do his 
Commandments ; or as. we have it here, bleſſed is that 
| Servant. But here in the cloſe of this Diſcourſe, tis 
not to be expected, that I ſhould fully deſcribe the 
Bleſſedneſs . Text; he that hath faihfally and 
con{ciemioufly diſcharg d his Dnty, and endeavour- 
ed to keep a Conſcience utid of Offence, both towards | 
God, and towards Man, and can at the hour of Death 
thus addreſs himſelf to the great God, the only ſear- | 
cher of learts; Remember, O Lord, bow I have ſer- 
wed thee with a perfect Heart, thy Glory bath been ny 
principal Aim and End, and thy Law my Buſineſs and 
# 8s Delight; 
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Delight; ſhall better underſtand this Bleſſedneſs by a 


Kruition of it, than by the largeſt accountthat in this im- 
perfect State can be now given of it ; when he ſhall be 
admitted into God's "4 Log where there is fulneſs 
of Joy, and at whoſe Right-hand are Pleaſures for E- 


Ver more. 


ge And now having diſpatch'd the Severals of my 
1 ext, it only remains that I ſpeak a word or two in 
IN teference to this ſorrowful Occaſion, 


This worthy Gentleman, to whom we are now 
> paying our laſt Office, was generally known through- 

put this County; a Perſon of his Quality, like a 
ity ſet on an Hill, could not be hid; and therefore tis 
2 needleſs to attempt his Character. However, give 

me leave, among his many other Vertues, briefly to 
mention two, namely, his Piety and his Charify, and 


1 


15 have done. 


d } Furſt, His Piety. I begin at the Houle of God, 
where he delighted to be: He underſtood the Con- 
ſtitution of our Church, the Simplicity of its Do- 

tn Ftrine, and the Primitive Parity of its Worſhip, and 

f herefore loved it, which he viſibly expreſs d by his fre- 

7- Fuenting its Worſhip, and Communion; demeaning) 

Himſelf always with Reverence and Devotion, wich 

ſuch Zeal and Affection, as if he believed ie the 

t ; Houſe of God, and the Gate of Heaven, which we 

D 2 chari- 
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his own, the Poors Portion. He looked upon him 


— 
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e 1 
charitably hope is naw opened. unto him. Conſider 
him in his private Capacity, as the Maſter of a Fa- 
mily, and we ſhall find his Reſolution the ſame with 
that of Joſhua, As for me and my Houſe, we will ie 
the Lord; the Prayers of the Church being daily of- 
tered up there, and the Miniſter of his own Pariſh? 
conſtantly atrending him for that good purpoſe. Thus 
far his Piety. I 


His Chariry comes now to be conſidered; As God! 
had given him the Riches of this World, ſo he very 
well knew that he had more in his Cuſtody than was 


ſelf as the Almighty's Almoner, and underſtood his 
Pleaſure, that he ſhould bounrifully diſpenſe ; An 
empty Belly, and a naked Back, were ſuch Oratory, 
as always prevailed for his Relief; and the many? 
Poor that were daily fed at his Gates (amongft many 
others) may ſerve for one Inſtance, that he delighted 
to Communicate, and to do Good, as well knaw-! 
ing, that with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. I. 
am confident there be the Widows of the neighbou-! 
ring Alms-Heuſe weeping over him, as the Widows! 
did over Dorcas, Acts 9. that can ſhew the Garments! 
he provided for them, who were yearly clothed, and 
daily fed by his Bounty: So that we might juſtly! 
have made the Proteſtation of fob, If I have Yi a- 
ny periſh for want of Clothing, or any Poor for ch 
over -| 


(29) 
ider (Coverings; if his Loyns have not Bleſſed me, and if be 
Fa- Swere not warm'd with the Fleece of my Sheep, And 
the Charities given by his Will (viz.) One hundred 
Pounds to this Town, for the carrying on of a Varn- 
Market, Twenty Pounds to the Poor; ſeveral Le- 
riſh gacies to the Poor of other Parifhes; and one to the 
Poor of 7'ywardreth, and reſtoring the ſmall Tythes 
thereof to the Church, are ſuch generous Acts, as 

muſt (as long as the World retains any Senſe of Gra- 
30d titude) be always remembered; and for which Po- 
ery ſterity will riſe up and call him bleſſed. May others 
was I tread in his ſteps, reſtore to the Chureh her undoubt- 
im. ed Rights, may ſhe at laſt enjoy her antient Reve- 
his nues, and all thoſe that preach the Goſpel live by. it- 
An Poverty generally makes Men contemptible; and if 
a Clergyman's Circumſtances be ſtrait, Good God! 
How deſpicable is his Perſon, how unſucceſsful his 
Doctrine? What doth this vain Babler mean? is 
ted the beſt Requital he meets with, for all his ſeaſonable 
Advice, from the Men of this World; from the 
Scorntul that are at caſe, and the Contempt of the 
Proud: But then the Rich may not only exhort, but 
well rebuke and reprove; all their Words Weight, 
ats and generally proſper in tue Thing Which they 
nd ſent them. Wherefore, for your on fake, if not 
ly for theirs, let a competent Maintenance be every- 
where allowed the Clergy, that ſo they may attend 
upon the Lord without Diſtraction; and that time 

1 which 


N (30 
which otherwiſe muft unavoidably be ſpent in provid- 
ung for the craving Neceſſities of their indigent Fa- 
milies, may be better employed in providing ſpiritual 
Suſtenance for your Souls, and they may at laſt give 
up their Accounts with Joy, Lord, here are we, and 
the Children which thou haßt given us. Our common 
Benefactor was wiſe in his Charity, and underſtood his 
Intereſt, and knew ſuch Sowing brought in a plentiful} 
Encreaſe; That the liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, and 
that he that watereth, ſhall be watered alſo bimſelf. That 
he chat hath Pity on the Poor, lendeth to the Lord, and 
that which he hath given, will ke pay him again: 
Unto him he is called, to render an Account of his 


Stewardſhip; and to receive a Reward: for all his La- 
baurs of Love. . | 8 


* 


Under his Protection and Cuſtody let us now leave 
bim, and by Faith, Repentance, and good Works, 
prepare ta follow, having our Lamps trimmed, and our 
Wk Lights burning, and we our ſelves waiting for the come | 
WE wg of our Lord, who when he cometh hath his Reward 
wich him, and will render to every Man according to his 
Works Ill ſhut up all with the Exhortation of the 
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d do them : And bleſſed is that Servant * pie Lind | 

Pen be cometh hall find ſo doing. — At 
Glory be tothe Father, and to the Son, and tothe 

Holy Ghoſt. As it was in the Be innitig is 

now, and ever r ſhall be, World wi out 
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Lount's Oracles of Reaſon examined and Anſwered, . by J 
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| Danmonij Orien tales nabe: or, the Worthies of Devon, 
Job Prince, M. A. Ful. 


An Account of divers Choice Remarks, 2s well Geng graphical, 
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